
YOU NEED CHURCH! 
You more specifically, need what God gives you at church. 
 
Christians don't go to church to prove they're Christians, to keep appearances, 
or to earn a spot in heaven. 
 
Christians go to church because church is where Christ meets them in the 
Word and Sacraments. 
 
 
YOU NEED COMMUNITY! 
God created humanity to live in a community with one another. Being surrounded 
by other Christians is edifying, uplifting, and encouraging - and it keeps you ac-
countable. 
 
God promises to be present "where two or three are gathered in My name"  
(Matthew 18:20), so you can trust that He is dwelling among your congregation. 
 
 
YOU NEED CHRIST! 
This is the reason for why you need to go to church. You desperately need 
Christ and His saving work, because there is no way you could achieve salvation 
on your own. 
 
Every time you go to church, you are reminded of this truth. When Law and 
Gospel are preached, your heart is refocused on Christ, your Savior. 
 
As we close this year 2018, I would like to leave you with a special blessing 
paraphrased from St. Patrick: "May Christ be with you. May Christ be behind 
you. May Christ be within you. May Christ comfort you and restore you." Finally, 
may the Lord bless and keep you and your family always in his tender care. 
 
  Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
    Pastor Joe 

A Note from Pastor Joe 
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Jesus Christ is the Anchor of Our Hope! 



Elder News 
 
I was listening to the radio on my way to work recently, and the radio 
host had on a guest who was speaking to how to minimize the stress of 
Christmas. It occurred to me that Advent and Christmas is stereotypi-
cally a time, in the United States at least, of great stress. There's the 
Thanksgiving feast that kicks off a month plus of stress, and we all 
know that must be perfect. Everyone's favorite dish, made just the way 
they remember it being made, or it's a disappointment. 
 
Next, at least in my family was always the decorating for Christmas. 
Kids see the joy in this activity, and gleefully spread the decorations. 
Adults see this whole activity differently. There’s stress as a mess is made as everything is drug out 
of its 10-11 month home. Then you have to rearrange for a spot for everything. The entire house layout 
changes to make room for trees and wreaths, garland, table decorations and all the goodies. 
 
Then there's that pesky additional church service every Wednesday. We’re busy people, and now we 
have to find an extra hour for church. 
 
Hanging over all of it, is the stress of all stresses for the season: Christmas Presents, and everything 
involved in it. There’s the going to the crowded stores. There’s spending money that you may or may 
not have. Trying to find that PERFECT gift for everyone. Trying to remember who everyone is that 
needs said perfect gifts, and reconciling the fact that we almost never see Cousin insert name here, 
why do we have to get a gift for them?  
 
This guest and the host commiserated over all these stressors, and offered various solutions of how 
you can reduce stress this Holiday season. And while most of them seemed to revolve around ways to 
save money I just thought their answers were lacking something. 
 
It occurred to me that the answer to reduce that Christmas season stress, is in Advent. Each week  
of Advent has a different them, and each provides a message of relief in this stressful time: 
We have HOPE in Him and the Salvation He earned for us. What is the world or any of its pleasures or 
pains to us? 
 
We have PEACE in Him. Not in the perfect gift that we can buy, but in Him, in his Salvation.  
 
HE is the perfect gift for us. 
 
We have JOY in Him. He died for us. His sacrifice is what makes us perfect with the Father. There’s 
nothing that we can do for that perfection, it’s His free gift. 
 
We have LOVE for Him and for each other. Even if things aren't perfect this Christmas season. Even 
if the meals are ruined, or if there were no decorations, or gifts, or time with family, His love is per-
fect, and makes us perfect. 
 
This December, I encourage you all to join us on Wednesdays and Sundays. Be in Bible studies. Read 
the word. We're entering a new church year. Let us renew our focus on Him, and find HOPE, PEACE, 
JOY, and LOVE in Him. 
 
     David Wenndt,  
     Your Board of Elders 
  



A LittLe from the VicAr’s study 
  
Church, Worship, the Divine Service is organized by two types of material that we use to build the service.  
They are the Ordinaries and the Propers. 
 
Continuing our look at the Propers (the Introit, Collect of the Day, Readings, Gradual, and Verse), let’s now 
consider the Collect of the Day. 
 
For clarification of terms, the word collect can mean two very different things.  Collect (cuh-LECT) is a verb 
meaning to gather together or bunch up.  Collect (CAH-lect) is a noun describing a prayer or intersession.  
We are discussing the later. 
 
These collects were originally an improvised prayer by the bishop.  By the 6th century AD, they were being 
formalized, gathered together, distributed within the church, and assigned for use.  Many of our collects are 
English translations of the Latin collects, which have been in continual use by the church for 1500 years!  
That’s neither a small feat, nor something at which to scoff or to cast aside. 
 
The collect has five parts: address, rationale, petition, benefit, and termination.  You wouldn’t think such a 
short prayer had so complex a form, but it does.  Let’s look at those components from one of the oldest col-
lects, the collect for the Vigil of Easter (Saturday evening service). 
 
 The address – “O God,…”  It is just that simple.  A few of these are addressed  
 to the Son or the Holy Spirit.  The majority are addressed to God, Father, or Lord. 
 
 The rationale – “…You made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the  
 Lord’s resurrection.”   The rationale points out a specific work or attribute of God.   
 These often pertain to the nature of the petition, which follows.  They always  
 identify why the Lord should hear our prayers rather than any other god. 
 
 The petition – “Preserve in us the spirit of adoption which You have given us…”   
 This is the “ask” as movie mafiosoes might mutter.  What is it that we ask of the  
 Lord today?  This is the thing. 
 
 The benefit – “…so that, made alive in body and soul, we may serve You purely;…”   
 Just as the petition identifies the “what,” the benefit identifies the “why.”  What is it  
 we expect to gain by this pro vision from the Lord’s hand?  In the collect, our prayers  
 say why.  
 
 The termination – “…through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and  
 reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.”  It is good,  
 right, and proper to make common practice of praying in Jesus name.  He is our  
 great high priest, who intercedes to the Father on our behalf (Hebrews 7 & 8). 
 
Here are two more examples, from Christmas Eve and Advent. 
 
 Christmas Eve – O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth  
 of Your only- begotten Son, Jesus Christ.  Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as  
 our Redeemer, we may with  sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our  
 Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our  Lord, who lives and reigns with You and  
 the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  In this case, Jesus coming to be  
 our judge is the benefit.  We will be judged righteous to salvation by His sacrifice for us.   
 So, that judgment is our reward for His work. 
 
 The Fourth Sunday of Advent – Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us  
 by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace  
 and mercy: for You live and  reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  
 and forever.  Amen.  The “stirrup” collects of Advent beautifully mirror the season’s  
 sense of eager expectation.  They have no rationale.  They jump directly into the petition.   
 They include the address within the petition, as if the whole thing has to be done more  
 quickly than thought can allow. 
 
 
This, dear Christians, is how we pray. 
 
Let us bless the Lord.             Thanks be to God! 
 
 Vicar Jason Kaspar 



Our Sunday 
Advent Themes 

December 2— “Our Potter” 
December 9— “Our Shepherd” 

December 16— “Our Living Branch” 
December 23— “Our Guide” 

 
Services are:   8:30 & 11 a.m. 

 

Adult Bible Study & Sunday School 
classes at 10:00 a.m. 

 

“When is God coming to save us?” the people wondered.  The prophet Isaiah 
beautifully foretold in picture language how God was on his way to be with us. 
This series reminds us again of God’s plan to save us through the Christ Child 

who took on flesh to become one of us in order to rescue us from sin, death 
and the devil forever.  We no longer need to wonder when God will come to 

save us. He already has and he is right here with us, mangered in our hearts 

 

         HOLIDAY SERVICES 
Join us for this year’s holiday services at Our Hope           
Lutheran Church & School,  Our special December services 
are as follows: 

 December 5, 10:45 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. - Vespers 
 December 10 & 11, 6:30 p.m. - Preschool Children’s 
                                               Christmas Programs 
 December 12, 10:45 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. - Vespers 
 December 19, 10:45 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. - Vespers 
 December 23, 11:00 a.m. - Children’s Christmas Program  
 December 24, 7:00 p.m. & 9:00 p.m. (with Communion) 
 December 31, 6:30 p.m.  (with Communion) 

 
Please join us for our every Sunday services  

at 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.   For more information  
call the church at (260) 637-3625. 



Our Hope Lutheran Church & School 
      Christmas Families - 2018 
  
            “For I was hungry and You gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and  
 You gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and You invited me in,  
         I need clothes and You clothed me...”   Matthew 25:35-36 
 
 Each year Our Hope adopts one or two families in need.  This year we are  
 blessed with 3 needy families from the Huntertown area and 2 ladies & 2 gentlemen 
 from Byron Health Center.  Listed below is a list of the members of each family.    
 Please consider helping us to help them have a good Christmas by taking a tag or two 
 from the Giving Tree located in the school commons. 
 
 FAMILY # 1 - This family consists of:  FAMILY # 2 - This family consists of:  
   Mother      Father & Mother  
   Boy - age   6     Girl - age 15    
         Girl - age 13 
 FAMILY #3 - This family consists of:    Girl - age 11 
   Mother      Boy - age   7 
   Boy - age 8 
   Girl - age 3        
         
   PLUS ð 2 Gentlemen & 2 Ladies  from Byron Health Center  
 
 

 The needs and wishes of these families are written on ornaments hanging 
 on the “Christmas Giving Tree” in the commons area.  Please take an      
 ornament from the tree and help make a wish come true.  All gifts need 
to  be wrapped, marked with the family number and which kid/person it  
 belongs to:  (example: Family #1, Girl age 11)   Please just attach the tag 
 from the tree to the package. 

 
   All gifts for the 3 families should be placed under the tree no later than  
   Tuesday, Dec. 18th and the gifts for the Byron residents need to be here  

 by Friday, Dec. 7th.  If you are giving gifts cards please turn them into 
       the school office instead of putting them under the tree.  
             
 We are also collecting non-perishable food items, paper products,      
 personal hygiene items,  as well as cleaning supplies for each family.   
 All items can be put around the tree and in the boxes in the lobby  
 next to the Christmas tree.  The children’s monetary Chapel offerings  
 from Nov. & Dec. will be used to purchase gift cards to be used for     
    perishable food items and all food items from  
    the food drive will be divided equally between them. 

 
           
        We “Thank You” and the families         “THANK YOU” for your generosity! 
 
 

                                               May God grant you and your family a very 
                                          Blessed and Merry Christmas! 



 
 

 
Justice Bread is an ongoing Lutheran Social Services of 
Indiana (LSSI) fundraising effort to provide supportive 
services for individuals and families.   This    program 
is made possible through a partnership with the Indi-
ana Baking Company and  volunteers within several 
congregations. Volunteers from partner congrega-
tions sell fresh-baked specialty breads, available at a 
nominal fee of $3.50 per loaf. Proceeds from Justice 
Bread sales help support the Cup of Kindness Pro-
gram, which provides assistance to help    individuals 
and families move toward financial stability. 
 
Did You Know? 
Whether you purchase 10, 20, or 50 loaves of Justice 
Bread, you can make a life-changing impact in the 
lives of families in our community. The proceeds from 
Justice Bread sales allow us to provide assistance as 
follows: 
 11 loaves of Justice Bread can provide one hour of  
 one-on-one financial coaching with an LSSI 
 Staff member. 
ω     мр ƭƻŀǾŜǎ ƻŦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ .ǊŜŀŘ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƻƴŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
 of transportation for an LSSI Works student. 
 100 loaves of Just Bread can provide heat for a  
 family for one month.  
 
Justice Bread is sold just about every 2nd Sunday of 
the month at Our Hope, except for on December 
16th, the 3rd Sunday, the bread choices will be:      
                Wheat, Cranberry & Pumpkin. 
 
Your support is greatly appreciated and the taste of 
the bread is awesome!! 
          For more information contact  
       John & Fran Harrisτ489-5807 

 

Justice  
  Bread 

  S.E.L. (Seniorôs Enjoying Life) 
 

Since we did not get together in November due to the weather, 
we have planned a trip to Cornwellôs Turkeyville in Marshall, MI 
on Monday, Dec. 17th.  We will attend the play ñChristmas 

Againò.  The cost for lunch and the play is $45.00 plus gratuity.  
There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board.  I will need a final 

head count by Dec. 10th.  Please feel free to invite a friend.   
We will meet at church at 10 a.m. for transportation.   

 
 

Any questions, PLEASE call Karna at (260) 350-1475  
or the church office (260) 637-3625.  

Congratulations 
to our newly elected  

2019 officers. 
 

ELDERS:      Daniel Braun 
  Dave Garrison 
  Dan Hartman 
  Dave Byerley 
  Jack Springer 
  Steve Pierzchala 
 
COUNCIL SECRETARY:   Sharon Byerley 
 
TREASURER:   Michelle Braun 
 
SCHOOL BOARD:  Ann Fichtner 
   Martha Moehle 
 
FINANCIEL SECRETARY: Bev Oehler 
 
PROPERTY: Scott Link 
 
YOUTH & FAMILY: Gina Pippenger 
 
STEWARDSHIP: Lisa South 
 
EVANGELISM/OUTREACH: 
  Pastor Phil Schamehorn 
 
   Everyone will be installed in January.   

http://lssin.org/our-programs/cup-of-kindness/
http://lssin.org/our-programs/cup-of-kindness/


Christian Education 
   
όWŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘύ Χ{ŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƳ 
ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they 
which testify of me.  (John 5:39 KJV)   
 
Scripture searchers, your December book marks (in a 
bright red color) are waiting on the table for you to 
pick up and use.  In December, Ezekiel will be fin-
ished shortly.  More of the minor prophets from the 
time before the Jews returned to Judah at the direc-
tion of Cyrus, king of Persia.  Then come Ezra, some 
applicable Psalms, and Nehemiah ς the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem. New Testament readings finish the epis-
tles then start the book of Revelations.   Thus will 
ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ά!ƳŜƴέΦ   
 
Lƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ άLƴ 
ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΧέΦ  Lǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ōƻƻƪƳŀǊƪǎ 
being taken diminishes each month.  Try reading the 
Bible.  There may be some chapters that seem unin-
teresting, but there is so much there that you will 
remember as you read.  You learn something new 
every day. 
 
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ .ƛōƭŜ όǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪƳŀǊƪύ 
on your vacations and holiday travels.  I will try to 
keep at least the next month available on the table 
for people travelling out of town/state for extended 
travel to take with them. 
 
In 2nd ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ оΥмсΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ Χ !ƭƭ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ 
given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness (KJV).  Join in one of our Bible classes 
to study this scripture.  ¢ƘŜ ǾƛŎŀǊΩǎ ǊŀŎŜƘƻǊǎŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
thru the books of the Bible continues.  No need to be 
there from the beginning ς join in anytime.  
 
/ƻƳŜ ǘƻ 5ǊΦ aŀƛŜǊΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ 
ever wanted to know about David, Solomon, and all 
the succeeding kings of Israel and Judah.  We will be 
ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ǊŜƛƎƴΦ 
 
Wednesday morning class continues. Pastor Joe is 
back, often joined with Vicar Kaspar leading reading 
ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŜǇƛǎǘƭŜǎΦ   
 
You are all welcome to join us.  LAMBS continues 
with the ladies.   
 
Sunday School (oops BUG club) continues with les-
sons appropriate to the Advent and Christmas sea-
son.  On Dec. 2nd, we learn of the Prophets foretell-
ing of Jesus Coming.  On Dec.9 we learn about the 
Christmas Angels.  Dec. 16the will be a Bingo Bash 
Christmas Party for Jesus. There will be no Bug Club 
on Dec, 23rd or 30th for the Christmas/New Year 
break. 
  
  Jerry Schoditsch 
 

Stewardship and             
Financial Secretary 

Retirement and Tithing 
 
When going on or thinking about retirement, 
your investors may be asking you questions 
about how you are going to receive your invest-
ment income.  They will want to know how you 
are going to use the money.  When asked this, 
you may need to decide if you are going to give 
to the church.  If you decide to give money to 
the church, they will ask you if they are to 
send it.  When you do this make sure you have 
not only the church name and address on it, but 
your name needs to be either on the check as : 
 RE: you name  or ATTN: your name 
or request it to be on the check stub.  This 
lets us know whose account this is to be posted 
to.  It would also be helpful if you were to no-
tify the Financial Secretary by putting a note 
in your tithing envelope with the Institution/
investment firm, how the money is to be used, 
dollar amount, how often it will be received and 
your signature giving us authority on how it is 
to be used.  You may also let the Church Secre-
tary or Business Manager know so they are 
able to get the money to the correct elected 
official. 
 
This procedure is needed as we have more con-
gregational members having their tithing 
money coming to us through the mail from sev-
eral institutions/investors, such as Fidelity, 
Lincoln Financial, Morgan Stanley and others.  
 
Also, your 2019 envelopes are now available. 
Please look for and pick them in the front     
entrance way, so you can start using them in 
January  2019.  Be careful as most of your 
numbers will not be changing from 2018 to 
2019 but a few may have. 
 

Thanks for your help in advance! 

 

  Marlene Carpenter 



  Ladies Guild  

Dear Ladies of Our Hope,                                                                                                                               

I hope you had a blessed Thanks-
giving with your family and friends.  I hope 
each of you had your favorite pie. I have 
always felt that apiece of your favorite pie 
is like a slice of heaven.   This warm and 
fuzzy time of the year, reminds us to hold 
all of our  loved ones in the highest regard, 
just as Jesus holds us. We are also re-
minded to help those less fortunate than us. 
Each of you should go down to the school 
and pick a gift suggestion from the “Giving 
Tree” to give to a family in need.  There are 
also needs of 4 adopted residents from 
Byron Health Center.                                                                                                                                                       

Thank you to all who donated to our Conrad 
memorials this last month.   Please keep the 
Conrads in your prayers.                                                                                                                                         

I will be getting the poinsettias on the 
tenth to decorate our altar. The day after 
New Years you may take yours home. Please 
consider buying one. The last day to order 
will be December the third.   

                                                                                                                                    
Last but not least, we will have a meeting on 
December fourth at six thirty. This is a 
week earlier because of the schools Christ-
mas programs which are the second week of 
the month. Please join us for vespers and 
dessert. Also we need your input for the 
Three Zone Spring Rally that Our Hope is 
hosting.  

 

I have a plaque here on my desk that has 
two love birds on it huddled together. It 
says "Love one another as I have loved you" 
John 13:34.  Is not that what the birth of 
Christ is all about? It is so hard to be kind 
and loving all the time, but we should strive 
for that all year long.                                                                                        

 

 Peace on earth, good will toward man,                                                                                                          
 Becky Clem LWML 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
   JOIN US FOR BIBLE STUDY! 

There are many opportunities for Bible study 
at Our Hope.  Here is a list of ones to choose 
from: 
SUNDAY MORNING  

BUG Club @ 10:00 a.m. 
children ages 3 - 5th grade 

    Confirmation Classes @ 9:52 a.m. 
> children in grades 6, 7 & 8 meet in   

Pastor’s office 
Dr. Maier III Bible Study @ 10:00 a.m. 

> meet in the fellowship hall. 
 

TUESDAY MORNING 
Mens Bible Breakfast @ 6:30 a.m. 

1st & 3rd Tuesdays @ 
The Sunrise Cafe on Coldwater Rd. 

Leader is Pastor Joe Fichtner 
    Ladies AM Bible Study @ 10:00 a.m. 

1st & 3rd Tuesdays  
At different members homes. 

 
WEDNESDAY MORNING 

Adult Bible Study @ 9:30 a.m. 
At church in the lobby 

Leader is Pastor Joe Fichtner 
 

L.A.M.B.S 

Our Tuesday morning Ladies Bible Study will 
meet on December 4th in the fellowship hall 
at church at 10:00 a.m.  Joy Conrad is our 
hostess and Betty Stucky will be our prayer 
and lesson leader.  We will then meet for our 
Christmas Potluck on Tuesday, Dec. 18th @ 
10 a.m. at the home of Shirley Leiter.  Joy 
will be our prayer and lesson leader.  If you 
have any questions please call Shirley at    
633-0148. 



 

CHRISTMAS 

PIE SALE ENDS 

Dec. 4th 

 

 

 

Preschool Christmas 

Programs 
Dec. 10 & 11 

6:30 p.m. 

 

Christmas Break 

NO SCHOOL 

Dec. 21ñJan. 3 

 

 

Youth & Family Ministry News 

We are all still wondering where the month of November went.  We have 
been very busy with practicing for our annual Christmas program, talking 
about being thankful and getting excited about the first snowfall.  This 
month we will continue practicing our program and will be learning about 
the birth of Our Lord Jesus during chapel.  Of course, we will have lots of 
activities based on the nativity and some of the other traditional themes 
for this time of the year.  Our enrollment has continued to grow and we 
have our highest enrollment ever! 
 
We invite you to attend our annual preschool Christmas program, “What 
Child is This” on Monday, December 10 or Tuesday, December 11 at 
6:30.  They are usually quite exuberant in their sharing of the message of 
the birth of Jesus! 
 
Don’t forget to order a yummy pie from Das Essenhaus by December 4.  
Proceeds will continue to benefit our Playground Drainage Project.  Pies 
will be delivered in time for Christmas. 
 
Our “Giving Tree” is up in the school commons area.  We still have tags 
left on the tree for the 3 local families and our 4 angels.  Please consider 
taking one and making a family’s life a little more enjoyable this Christ-
mas. We are so blessed by your generosity. Ephesians 2:10 For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God 
has before ordained that we should walk in them.  
 
We were so blessed by all the wonderful church and school families that 
participated in our Jingle and Mingle night.  There was fellowship, laugh-
ter, and food shared.  The church and outdoors were decorated beauti-
fully and efficiently.  And the kids had fun decorating cookies and making 
crafts.  Last year, we had 25 people in attendance and this year we had 
75 (maybe more, we lost count)!  IT WAS AMAZING!  Thank you to eve-
ryone who attended and to all of you who donated food.   
 
From all of us at the school - We wish you a most blessed Christmas! 
 
 
   Gina Pippenger 

 

The 3:16ers will have their Ugly Christmas Sweater party 

on Sunday, December 2 from 6:30-8:30 pm.  We will be 

planning an activity to do over Christmas Break at this 

gathering.  Please join us for some food and silly fun!  

RSVP to Caleb at 260.750.2048 if you will be attending or want more 

information about our Youth Group for middle and high school agers. 

òI have no greater joy than to hear that my           
children are walking in truth.ó      3 John 4 

PRESCHOOL 
NEWS  



 

 
 
THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTERS ï All newsletter 
articles are due on the third Sunday of each 
month.  You can fax them to: 637-4673 or email 
them to: Ourhopeinfo@gmail.com.    
 
MENS BIBLE BREAKFAST group meets on the 
first and third Tuesdays of each month at The 
Sunrise Cafe in the Pine Valley Mall on Coldwater 
Rd. at 6:15 a.m.  In December they will meet on 
the 4th and 18th.  The study leader is Pastor Joe. 
 
JUSTICE BREAD – Thank you for your continued 
support of the Justice Bread Ministry.  100% of 
bread sales goes to the Cup of Kindness program 
at Lutheran Social Services.  The month of De-
cember will feature Wheat, Cranberry, Pumpkin, 
bread.  Cost is $3.50 each. 
 
SUNDAY MORNING FRIENDSHIP TIME needs 
Donuts and/or cookies.  If you are willing to supply 
some, please sign up on the kitchen calendar on 
the refrigerator. Thanks to everyone. 
 
WORSHIP ANEW an award winning television 
ministry program can be seen at the  following 
times:    Sundays at 7:00 a.m. on NBC-21.2, 8:00 
a.m on MyTV 21.3, 11:30 a.m. TCT 38; & at 4p.m. 
on Access Ft. Wayne and on Mondays at 4 p.m.   
 
PRAYER NEEDED?? Call Janet Hamman at  
443-6156 and we will pass it around our prayer 
chain.  Prayer is very important and does make a 
difference. 
 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/OURHOPELUTHERAN 
“Like” us on Facebook and stay informed of cur-
rent happenings from the church & school.   
 
SUNDAY HELPERS NEEDED ï  Are you inter-
ested in being a reader or greeter or usher for our 
Sunday services?  If so, please call the church 
office and let us know.   
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS for January 8th @ 
5:45 p.m. when we need your help to “UnJingle” 
the church and put away all the holiday decora-
tions.  We will begin with a chili dinner. Watch for 
a sign up sheet to be posted on the bulletin board. 
 
DECEMBER COUNCIL MEETING will be held on 
Tuesday, December 18 at 6 pm.  Bring a dish to 
share. All current and New council members and 
Elders are invited to join us.  We will meet in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
 
NEW 2019 ALTAR FLOWER CHART will be 
posted soon on the Ladies Guild bulletin board in 
the hallway. Cost is $15 for flowers from Arm-
strong Florist.  Sign up if you’d like to have flowers 
placed on the altar in memory of a loved one, 
celebration of a birthday or anniversary or for any 
other special occasion. 

 
 
 
 

CONCORDIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY NEWS 
Seminary guild meetings Concordia Theological Semi-
nary guild meetings are the second Tuesday of every 
month in the academic year except January. Meetings 
typically begin with a report on the work and ongoing 
projects of the guild, and conclude with a presentation. 
Times and locations are:  December 11, 1:00 p.m. 
Christmas with the Kantorei in Kramer Chapel.  To 
learn more, go to www.ctsfw.edu/ SemGuild, Sem-
Guild@ctsfw.edu or 260-485- 0209.  
 
CHRISTMAS AT THE EMBASSYð Join Concordia 
Lutheran High School for Christmas at the Embassy 
4:00 p.m. Sunday, December 16, at the Historic Em-
bassy Theatre. Kick off the holiday season with the 
sounds from CLHS’ band and choir students. Tickets 
are $15 for adults and $8 for students/seniors, avail-
able at the Embassy Box Office. 
 
CHRISTMAS TREES & WREATHS—The Concorida 
Lutheran Church Men’s Club will once again be selling 
Christmas trees and wreaths this year to help fund the 
church & school. The tree lot is located at 4245 Lake 
Ave. Lot hour are:  12p.m.—9 p.m. weekdays;   9a.m.
—9p.m. on Saturdays and 12p.m.-8p.m. on Sunday.  
 
DEAR OUR HOPE FAMILY ð Thank you for all your 
caring thoughts, cards, phone calls, hugs, visits and 
prayers during the illness and passing of Missy & Nick 
Conrad.  At times the road seems to rough to travel 
but, God always send someone to help us.  A Big 
Thank You goes to Pastor Schamehorn for the wonder-
ful funeral service for Missy, and to Pastor Fichtner for 
the wonderful funeral service for Nick. What a blessing 
it was for our family and friends to have a meal pre-
pared and served to us.  We would like to thank all who 
participated in this.  May God bless you for doing this 
and also as you continue to serve others.   Our Church 
family truly took care of us like the Lord intended.  May 
the Lord continue to walk with each of us and our 
church as we continue to do His work. 
            —— the family of Missy and Nick Conrad 

 
ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS PIES!! 
Our Hope Lutheran Church & School 
students are selling awesome pies for 
your holiday meals.  Pies are from the 
Das Dutchman Essenhaus through 
Nolt’s Bakery.  All pie cost $13 each. 

Order form is located on the bulletin board outside the 
sanctuary.  Deadline for all orders is December 4th. All 
proceeds benefit the playground drainage project.  
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS for Tuesday, Dec. 18th. 
Ireland’s Keith & Kristyn Getty, preeminent modern 
hymn writers are bringing their celebrated “Sing! An 
Irish Christmas” to the Embassy Theater. Ticket  infor-
mation can be found at gettymusic.com/fortwayne.  
Also if you would be interested in singing in the 250-
voice choir on stage with them, contact Joel Peterson 
at jpeterson@wallen.org 

BITS & PIECES 



Birthdays  
2 Terri Damman 
3 Pastor Phil Schamehorn 
6 Tabitha Johnson 
10 Declan Clarke 
12 Kelsey Jenkins 
13 Paula Conrad 
14 Darrell Terry 
15 Anna McClurg 
 

21 Katie Chappell 
22 Aaron Ehlerding 
22 Erna Schwartz 
26 Beth Alexander 
27 Cassidy Forbing 
27 Katie Ramsey 
29 Glenn Johnson 
30 Dolores Herdman 
31 Bruce Klepper 

30 Pastor Joe & Ann Fichtner 

  

ELDERõS ON DUTY           8:30 AM                 11:00 AM                  6:30 PM   
Dec.   2   David Wenndt  Rick Frick   
Dec.   3         Dan Hartman  
Dec.   5  10:45 AMñJack Springer    David Wenndt  
Dec.   9   Jack Springer  Rod Bourassa 
Dec. 10         Dan Hartman  
Dec. 11         Dan Hartman 
Dec. 12  10:45 AMñJack Springer    David Wenndt 
Dec. 16   David Wenndt  Rick Frick 
Dec, 17         Dan Hartman 
Dec. 19  10:45 AMñJack Springer    Dave Byerley 
Dec. 23   Dave Byerley  Rod Bourassa 
Dec. 24  7:00 PMñDan Hartman 9:00 PMñDavid Wenndt 
Dec. 30   Dave Byerley  Rick Frick 
Dec. 31         Dan Hartman 
 
GREETERS                8:30 AM                    11:00 AM                       
Dec.   2   Lori Jossie & Sue Eames  John & Jennifer Thonert    
Dec.   9   Jeff & Beth Alexander  Carl & Martha Moehle 
Dec. 16   David & Hannah Wenndt Martha Katt 
Dec. 23  Patty Hartman & Dan Hartman   Carl & Martha Moehle 
Dec. 30   Jim & Cindy Fortman  Carl & Martha Moehle 
 
READERS                  8:30 AM                   11:00 AM                            
Dec.   2   Martha Schamehorn  John Thonert 
Dec.   9   Jeff Alexander   Martha Moehle 
Dec. 16   David Wenndt   Martha Katt 
Dec. 23   Jack Springer   Martha Moehle 
Dec. 30   Cindy Fortman   Martha Moehle/Myra Shaw 
 
USHERS            
John Buuck (Co-Capt.)  Dave Byerley  Dave Garrison  Forrest Hoover 
Dan Hartman (Co-Capt.) Jake Fetters  Larry Hilsmier            David Wenndt 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS           
Dec.   2  David & Hannah Wenndt in celebration of their anniversary on Nov. 28th. 
Dec.   9  Luella Zion in celebration of Mike & Michelleõs birthdays & to the glory of God. 
Dec. 16  Cindy Link in thanks for all Godõs Blessings. 
Dec. 23  Dave & Sharon Byerley in memory of Leroy Stoll. 
Dec. 30  Pastor Joe & Ann Fichtner in celebration of their 45th anniversary today.  

Those Who Serve the Lord with Gladness 

Anniversarys 

òServe the 

Lord with 

Gladness; 

Come before 

Him with 

joyful 

singing.ó 

Psalm 100:2 



xxxxxxñ2018  $  MONTH    YEAR-to-DATE BUDGET/MONTH DIFFERENCE 
General Income 
School Income 
Other Income 
TOTAL INCOME 
 
General Expenses 
School Expenses 
TOTAL EXPENSES 
 
TOTAL P/L 
 
Checking: 
    Operating Funds 
Designated Funds 
    Past Due Bills 
    Members 
TOTAL FUNDS 
 
LCEF Acct. 
Steward Acct. 
Preschool Acct. 
TOTAL CASH ASSETS 
 
Member Loan 
Payroll Liabilities 
TOTAL Liabilities 
TOTAL Equity 
NET EQUITY 
 
Loan Balance  

YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 
Rod Bourassa, Gina Pippenger, Katie Chappell & Jessica Bady 
 
OTHER POSITIONS 
PastorñRev. L. Joe Fichtner 
Pastoral AssistantsñDr. Walter Maier III & Rev. Bob Smith 
VicarñJason Kaspar 
Field Workersñ Justin Clarke & Nick Whitney 
Church & School SecretaryñLisa South 
School DirectorñGina Pippenger 
Praise Team LeaderñCassidy Forbing & Tammy Krauskopf 
OrganistñMarjoleine Gravley, Ann Fichtner, & Substitutes 
Handbell DirectorñCindy Fortman 
Nursery ñ Beth Alexander 
Librarian ñ Jenny Bell 
One Roof Pantry ñ Beth Alexander, Arlene Georgi,  
       Cassidy Forbing & Lisa South 
CustodianñMatt Carpenter, Chad Pippenger, 
Thrivent for LutheransñMartha Moehle 
Seniors Enjoying Lifeñ Karna Krull  
DartballñJim Fortman 
Ladies GuildñBecky Clem 
Prayer Chain LeaderñJanet Hamman 
Altar Flower ChairpersonñBecky Clem 
Menõs ClubñJim Fortman  
Scrip CoordinatorsñCindy Fortman & Lisa South 

Treasurers Report 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
President ñ Richard Thonert 
President-Electñ Carl Moehle 
SecretaryñSharon Byerley 
Business Manager ñ Tammy Trauner 
TreasurerñOPEN 
Head Elderñ Dave Byerley & Dan Hartman 
Financial SecretaryñMarlene Carpenter 
OutreachñOPEN 
Evangelism ñ OPEN           
StewardshipñOPEN 
Christian EducationñJerry Schoditsch 
School Board ChairmanñTammy Trauner 
Youth & FamilyñGina Pippenger 
PropertyñDonald Jordan, Ryan Bell 
Ex-OfficiañPastor Joe Fichtner 
 
ELDERS  - Rod Bourassa, David Byerley, 
Richard Frick, Dan Hartman, Jack Springer, 
David Wenndt 
 
SCHOOL BOARDñMelissa Satterthwaite, 
Tammy Trauner, Ann Fichtner,  Martha 
Moehle, Mindy Marchesano 
 
PROPERTY 
Donald Jordan, Ryan Bell 
 
 

CHURCH DISCIPLESHIP 
October Sunday Attendance 364 

Ave Attendance per Sunday   91 

Potential   485 

 

Budget for October   $44,160.00 

Offerings   $54,044.04 

Difference  $  9,884.04 

2018 LEADERSHIP 

Endowment Report 
October 2018 

 
Endowment                   $      248.40 
Specials (Designated funds)         
    Building Expansion       $   930.00 
    Fryer                                       75.00 
    Hand bell Fund                   368.00  
    Parking Lot                       2,250.00 
    Prop: Special Project      5,094.78 
    Roof                                      112.97 
    Table & Chairs                    670.67 
    Teach/Pastor Reimb.        127.13 
    Tuition Assist.                       60.00 
    Vacation Bible School       390.43 
    Van                                         32.84 
                TOTAL             $ 10,111.82  
 
Grants                                     269.50 
Interest                                   525.66 
Total                               $ 11,155.38 
 
Checking balance        $ 11,155.38 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
 
   
  8:30 AM Worship/C 
  9:30 AM Fellowship 
  9:50 AM Confirmation 
10:00 AM Bible Study 
10:00 AM BUG Club 
11:00 AM Worship/C 
  6:30 PM 3:16ers  
               Youth Group 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 PM Worship/C 

4      PIE ORDERS DUE 
 
6:30 AM Menôs Bible 
              Breakfast 
 
10:00 AM LAMBS @ 
                 Church 
6:30 PM Ladies Guild 

5 
 
 
  8:45 AM Chapel 
  9:30 AM Bible Study 
10:45 AM Worship 
  6:30 PM Worship 
  7:30 PM Dartball @ 
                 Trinity 

6 
 
 
   
 
8:45 AM Chapel 

7 8 

9 
 
   
  8:30 AM Worship 
  9:30 AM Fellowship 
  9:50 AM Confirmation 
10:00 AM Bible Study. 
10:00 AM BUG Club 
11:00 AM Worship 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 PM  Preschool  
               Christmas 
               Program 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 PM Preschool 
              Christmas 
               Program 

12 
 
 
  8:45 AM Chapel 
  9:30 AM Bible Study 
10:45 AM Worship 
  6:30 PM Worship 
  7:30 PM Dartball @ 
                 Our Hope 
 
 

13 
          
 
8:45 AM Chapel 
          

14 15 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 AM Elder Meeting 
              @ Pastor Joeôs 
 

16      JUSTICE BREAD 
 
 
  8:30 AM Worship/C 
  9:30 AM Fellowship 
  9:50 AM Confirmation 
10:00 AM Bible Study 
10:00 AM BUG Club 
11:00 AM Worship/C 

17 
 
 
10:00 AM SEL goes to 
                 Cornwellôs 
                 Turkeyville 
 
 
6:30 PM Worship/C 

18 
 
  6:30 AM Menôs Bible 
                  Breakfast 
 
10:00 AM LAMBS @ 
             Shirley Leiterôs 
  6:00 AM Council  
                 Christmas 
                 Party     

19 
 
 
  8:45 AM Chapel 
  9:30 AM Bible Study 
10:45 AM Worship 
  6:30 PM Worship 
  7:30 PM Dartball @ 
                 Emmanuel 
 
 

20     
 
 
 
8:45 AM Chapel 

21     WINTER BEGINS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Preschool Christmas  
         Break Begins 
         NO  SCHOOL 

22 

23 
 
 
    
  8:30 AM Worship 
  9:30 AM Fellowship 
11:00 AM Worship & 
                 Childrenôs 
                 Program 
   

24 
 
   
 
 
 
Candlelight Services  
    7:00 PM Worship 
   9:00 PM Worship/C 
 
 

25       CHRISTMAS 
 
   
  MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 28 29 

30 
 
 
  8:30 AM Worship 
  9:30 AM Fellowship 
11:00 AM Worship 
   

31   NEW YEARôS EVE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 PM Worship/C 

     

December 2018 


